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OUTLINE FOR DISCUSSIONS BKTV!EEN

UNITED STATES ENERGY RESEARCH AIYD DEVEJ.0TT172NT AD}lINISTMTION

AND
THE TRUST TERRITORY OF THE PACIFIC ISLANDS

REGARDING MEDICAL CARI OF T1iE F.ONGELAP AND UTIRIK PEOPLE

United States Energy Research and Devel.opnentAdministration
(ERDA), formerly AEC, has for more than 20 years conducted a program
of medical surveillance of the people of Rongelap and Utirik that
were exposed to “fallout from a weapons test in 1954. In the course
of this activity, and with the kno~:ledge and consent of the Trust
Territory of the Pacific (TTPI), the ERDA medical teams have
provtderilimited medical care for all of the people of Rongelap
and L!tirik. The ERDA intends to continue this program provided
this can be achieved with the consent of tllcTTPI and the people
of Utirik and Rongelap.

The people of Utirik and Ilongelap, independzntly~have ~ecently
indicated a desire for changes in the type of medical care under
the ERD.4program. Specifically, they have requested that ERD.4
expands and improves medical care of all the people on their islands.

T.tis recognized by the U.S. (ERDA) that general medical care of
the people of the }JarsllallIslsnclsis a responsibility of the
Administration of the TTPI. At the same time, it appears that the

request for extended medical care under the ERDA program stems
from a change in the perception on the part of the people of

.. .............,,.Uti~ik and .Ko.ngelzp.of,,themanner and,sytent to xhich past ERDA
activi.t~.cshave aff”ected their lives ‘psycllo].o~ical~y, socially,”. ‘ - - .’;:’:

and eco~lomical.ly. It app”ears,therefore, to be in the interest
ofboth the TTPI and the U.S. (ERD.4)to explore ways in which,,,

“’thesep.ercc%vedneeds catibest be met by both parties within frame-
work of their.respective ,r,esponsibilities.
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of Rongelap and Utiril:. It is agreed that this assi.st.antewill
be provided in rcspofiseto Trust Territory requests and v.ayinclude’
the following:

a. ERDA will invite TTPI medical. pcrsc:lncl (ccdical officers,
nurses, health z.ides,tecl:nicialls)to p>.r~icipate in the
ERDA medical visits in ordsr to focjlit<.tcexp~ndcd progran~s
SUCI1 t2S well l)aby cli.nicg, fa~~ly p~tln.;l:~ng, ~_-co , ~:1~ ~{ill

assist with logistic supporr of these activities.

b. ERDA v7ill assist in arran~in~ for additional U.S. m.ec?ical
doctors to participate in the ERDA medica~. teax visits, as
may be required to assist the T’TPIin providins ~,cneral
medical care to the people of Rongela.~,a]idUtiriP..

.
c. ERDA will, to the extent operationally feasible, extend the

duration of its %~dical team visi~s to P.ongelapz.cdLJtirik to
accormnodate the needs of the Trust Territory redic~,lpro~ram.
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